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REVIEW 


With Obfervations on Transactions at Home, 


——— 


Saturday, December 22. 1705. 


Diffenters, are an Exhortation to 

them, to be Contented with the Pre- 
fent Pofture of Affairs; and the Pofture as 
it Refpe&s them, is &t down in the laft of 
thefe Papers. 

Perhaps it may be Objeéted here, for I 
muft be very Nice now ; The Diffenters cre 
Contented, and therefore your Advice is 
Impertinent. . : 

Well, Gentlemen, to you that are fo, it 
may be [mpertinent 5 but the Advice is to 
them that are nct fo If it will be told 
me they are all Contented, then indeed f 
had the lefs to fay; if it be rrue, Iam glad 
to hear it ; but left ic fhould not, 1 Pefeech 
you take well che followiug Exhortation. 

1. You ought to boall Contented, Plea- 
fed, and Thankful. 

a. 1 believe you will be fu. 

» I can Contribute to it, I fhall be both 


fa [te Papers now Direéted to the 


Pleas’d and Thankful 5 and 1° bear a Thou- 
fand Reproaches of Impertinence, to bring 
it to pafs ; nor fhall ¥ go here to Difcrimi- 
nate, who are, or are not Contented; per- 
haps what I may fay, will point them out 
to themfelves, and I know no modefter Me- 
thod of Reprehenfion. 

For this reafon therefore, I Choofe to 
fpeak in General ; That no Man in Parti- 
cular, may think himfelf fingled out; and to 
allthe Diffenters in England, of what fort 
foever, I fay as before, 

BE CONTENTED. 

Whoever among the Diffenters, Pleafes 
but tu look back to the Times in England, 
between the Years, 1678, and 88, and will 
pleafe but to Review the Face of Affair! 
then, either Religious or Civil, will find 
more than Ordinary Arguiments to back this 
Motion, Founded upon the Convictions of 
their own Reafon. 
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in Religious Matters, what Apprehenfi- 
Ms were you in of Popery ?. Under what 

Uneafinffys about Perfecutions, Excom- 
munications and the like? How many Ho- 
neft but over-Frighted People, fet to Work 
to Copy the Bible into Short-Hand, left 
when Popery camein, We fhould be Pro- 
hibited de ufe of it, and fo might fecure 
jt in little Compafs? At which Work, I my 
felf then, but a Boy, Work’d like a Horfe, 
till I Wrete out the whole Pentateuch, and 
then was fo tyr’d, I was willing to run the 
Rifque of the reft. — 

How Terrible Apprehenfions had we of 
theGrowth of Popery, and its Intcodudi- 
on intothis Kingdom, Hand in Hand with 
Slavery ? And what Extravagant things, did 
thofe Apprehenfions drive fome well mea- 
ning People upon, in order to prevent it, 
which made them too foon, and too eafily 
a Prey to their Enemies, in both thefe 
Kingdoms ? 

Tho’ thefe Apprehenfions, 4s Fear always 
puts People upon Extremes, might put us up- 
on Foolifh, Fancitul, and Ridiculous things 
in thofe Days ; yet it muft be allow’d en all 
hands, there was real Caufe of Concern 3 
and I need not go backto the Particulars, 
of the Poplfh Plot, and the Odd, Violent, 
and if ¥ may fo Call it, Virulent Manage- 
ment of that Affair; and here I Crave 
Jeave for a fhort Digreffion. 

I muftown I do not come up toall the 
Extravagancies of fome People in their 
Notions of the Popith Plot; I firmly be- 
lieve agreeable to the Unanimous Vote of 
the Parliament in November, I think it was 
1678 That there was a Horrid and Bloody 
Confpiracy fet on Foot, and cerryed on by 
the Papifts, for the Subvertion of the Go- 
yernment both in Church and State , for 
the bringing in Popeiy, and for the Over- 
throw and Extirpation of the Proteitant 
Religion; and confidering ths Papitts ag 
fach, Incither wonder at if, nar fo much 
blane them. 

Inever blame Men, at leaft nat fo much, 
who profeffing Principles, ‘deftruttive ofthe 
Cooftitution th-y live under, and believing 
inthzirjuft Right to fupplant is, fhouid adt 
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in Conformity to the Principles th 

fefs. J believe, if | werea Tapift, T thould 
do che fame; aad believing the Merit of it 
would carry me to Heaven, I doubt not 


fhould go as far as another. Such Men as — 


thefe give fair Warning of what you ought 
to expeét from them, and ‘tis your owas 
Fault ir you do not expeét it. 

But the Men of Treafon and Falfhrood, 
the Men of Danger and Delufion, are fuch 
as firft pretend to be of, or revolt to a Par- 
ty, and then betray that Party; that firft 
{wear to a Government, and than plot a 
— it; that {wear toa Queen, and pray 
or her, and appear with her, and for her 
Intereft; but underhand, and by Clande- 
ftine Management, abett, and fide with her 
Mortal Enemies. Thefe are the Dangerous 
Enemies of a Church or Statee Thefe are 
the Wolves in Sheeps Cloathing, which the 
Government , God be thank’d, has now 
ftrip’d ftark naked for the World to laugh 
ate 

But to return to the Popith Plot; tho” E 
fay asahove, Idid firmly believe the reali- 
ty of a Plot; yet when we run up that Plot 
to general Maflacres, Fleets of Pilgrims, 
Bitts and Bridles, Knives, Hand-Cuffs, 
and a Thoufand {uch things, which People 
generally talk of, when they were troubled 
with Vapours;1 Confefs, tho’ a Boy, I could 
not then, nor can now come upto them 5 
and my Reafuns were as they fill are, be- 
caufe I faw no reafun to believe the Papifts 
to be Fools, whatever elfe we had occafion 
to think of them. 

I cannar jndeed {pare room here, to Exe 
amine the weaknefS of the Notion, ot a 
general Maflucre in Emglaud, where the 
Papifts all over the Kingdom, are aot five 
to a Hundred, in fome Conatries not one 
to a Huodred; withip the Cuty, hardly 
one toa Thoafands but “tis plain, thefe 
Nogiens prevaii'd to a_ ftrange kxcefs, made 
our City Blunderbluffe: be all New pur- 
nifh'd, Hatt and Feather, Shoulderrbeit, 
and all our Military Gewyzaws come in 
Mode again ; cit che City Trained Bands 
began tO be lo Kampant, chat like other 
ftanding Armies, wey began to Ride upon 

theis 


their Mafters, and. Trampled under Foot the 


2 Liberty of that very City they were rais’d to 
Defend; were made Engines of Opprefii- 


on and Diforder ; Difturb’d Meeting-Hou- 
fes, Pofleft the Guild-Aall, Chofe Sheriffs, 


_ Captain Quiney for that; got Drunk upon 


the Guard, Abufed the Citizens upon the 
Rounds, and their Prodigal Drunken Cen- 
tinels Murther’d feveral People, upon Pre- 
tence they would not ftand at their Com- 
mand; when ina Populous City, it was im- 
poflible but inoncent People, either Igno- 
norant or perhapsin Drink, might run them- 
felves into Danger, not imagining they 
had to do with Brutes that would kill their 
Fellow-Cicizens for fuch Ttifles, with the 
fame Severity asif in an Enemies Country, 


© or on the Frontiers. 


This Unhappy Nation has fuffered fuch 
Convullions of Parties, and gone fuch a 
Round of Tyranny, that methinks talking of 
the prefent Profpett of Peace, it feems to 
be reaily its Turn in the Wheel of Gir- 
cumftances; every Party has had cheir 
Turn in this Kingdom, and our General 
Sufferings have been great under every 
Party; nor have they in their Turn been 
all uppermoft only; but when they have 
been fo, every Party has been in prepor- 
tion alike Mad and Diftratted in their 
Turns; Popery was mad under @peen 
Mary, and the Lunacy of it fet the whoie 
Nation in a Flame ; a Fire that burnt up the 
Proteftant Religion almofe by the Roots; 
Reformation has \ikewile been mad in its 
Turn; and fome People have been fo mad 
that way,that they have run themfelves quite 
out of Breaths nay, fome nave not only 
run themielves out of their Religion, but 
outof their Wits, to all manner of Enthu- 
fiafins, Herefics, Infpirations, Frovbecizs 5 and 
jnnumerable Religious Madneff-s, have 
fucceeded. 

‘Thus we heve Reformers, that having 
fhak-n off the Voke of Popery, and gotten 
jato 3 fort of a Religious Linperry, like 
Peoole bora iu a Laingean, and pred up ia 
tlic Dark, know noc how to b.hove then 
febves,and thiok tiuy have cothing to do but 
to dance when they come inte the Lightr— 
They danc'@ thus sato all muaner of wid 
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and extravagant Whymfies, and call’d them 
all by the general ch rope of Religion. 
_ From this General Jail-Delivery of Re- 
ligion, came Socinians, Aritns, Arminians, 
Univerfalians, Sweet-fingers, Diggers, Freee 
Willers, Antinomians, Fanfenifts, Soulefleepe 
ers, Families of Love, Philadelphians ; and 
more lately, Ajgilites, Co- 
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wardians, * Devillarians, 
Anti-every-body-arians,and ion, That the 
the like. Fallen Angels 

Nor have theie Madnef- hail be Sav'd at 
fés in Religion opprefs'd us, Ja/f. A Book 
but the Madaefs of Parties printed for is. 
has had its Round among 
us too 5 and the long Hiltory of it, tho’ i¢ 
would be diverting enough, yet it would 
be fo long, that it is impofiible to attempt ic 
here, this Volume being fo near a Clofe, 
and other Work lying before me. 

But i muit hint at it; 

Arbitcary Power had its firft Tura, and 
that run mad in former Days, under the 
pete of the Duke of B————=—m, and 
Archbithop L—d ; this run the Nation fo 
far back, till they came in Sight, both of 
Popery and Tyrranny, the Figures of which, 
when they came to be near hand, look’d 
fo terrible, they frighted the Nation quite 
out of their Wits. é 

Io this Hurry all fell into Confufton,. 
Blood, Civil War, Rebellion, call it whar 
you will; till Vidtory falling iuto hands thac 
knew nor how to ule it, they run mad with 
Succels——And as Pofperity, like a Surfeic 
of Bread, is the moft dangerot's Diteafe, 
the People of that Day, like the Swine with 
the Devil in them, run down a ficep 
Place, and were fmotheged in the Sea of 
their own Confulions -———The Govern- 
meat here took anygher Bright for running 
away trom the Monfter Tyrranny, as we 
faid before, fhe never ftopt till the came 
im view of another Dragon, call’d by 
the Astients, Aaarchy; the tedious Pro- 
{pe&t of which drove her back upon a 
Third Revolution; and then Monarchy 
wheel'd about again ———Reftoracion, 
Succeffion, and Royal Famities came agein 
upva the Stage, aad Fate plaid a New. 


Game.upon the Nation, viz. of Paffive Obe- 
dfence, 
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Hence, Fure Divino, Perfecusion, and a 
le a But § fhall take 
eccafion to talk of thefe things in another 
place more largely 5 I omit the further 
Entrance upon it here, only as far as may 
relate to what Lam upon, and ferve te the 
prefent purpofe, asall thefe things have had 
their: Turn wpon the Stage of this Natiun- 
So, Gentlemen, ’methinks- it feems now 
as if Peace fhould have its Turns and tra- 
ly Icannot’ bat think it is really its turn; 
for there is hardly any other Game left to 


lay. 
: t euieg back now upon all che Exceffes 
of former Reigns, and comparing the Suf- 
ferings and Apprehenfiens of the Diffenters 
under ail the Operations of the Parties, 
with the prefent Tranquillity of your Cir- 
cumftances, and with the very happy Pro- 
fpeét of their Continuance, methinks there 
is a moft abundant Rea!en for us to be 
CONTENTED: 

And thus. { com- to the Text again. 

Nor-do I mean here by the Word Con- 
tented, fuch a Content as moft People 
yractife in Cafes that-are, 2s we /zy, better 
than worfe ; and fince it cannot be as well 
as they could-wifh, bear with it as‘It is, 
and the like. 

But I mean here, being pleafed, fatisfy- 
ed, and thnnkful; I muft own that ram not 
ef Opinion, that we fhould in i'rudence 
keep Publick Days ef Thankfgiving for eve- 
ry Benefic we receive; not that we fhou’d 
not be thankful, but that we fhould not give 
Oifence. 

But as I have known the Diffenters, and 
with reafon enough, fet apart many a Day 
in the time of their Appreheniions and 
AfFiétions, to deprecate the Judyments of 
God threatrning them and the whole Nati- 
on——So J have often wondred, that they 
fhould not annually Commemorate, by a 
ftanding Law among themlelves, that Great 
Day of their Deliverance, when it pleas’d 
God to tread down Perfecution , Op- 
preffion, Church-Tyranny, and State 
Tyranny, uuder the Feet of the Law 
and to efablifh the Liberty of their Con’ 
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for, ina Publick and Lega! Toleration. 
The Memory of this had certainly as : 
much reafon to be prefery’d to them, as 
the Delivery of the J/raelites fromthe Bon- — 
dage of Egypt, which God himfelf com- 
manded fhou’d be handed down to Pofte- — 
rity, and the Day remembred ta all the 
Ages of Time: AndI cannot butthiakthe 
preferving the Memory of this Deliverance, — 
efpecially of what we were delivered from, 
to Us and our Pofterity, would haye con- 
tributed very much to the making us ail aot 
Contented only,but Pleafed withthe prefent 
Pofture of our Publick Enjoyments. — 


———— 
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Age 494 Col. 1. latt Line but Six, for 

can be your Intereft,r. cannot be your In= 

screft 5 id. Col. 2. Le to. fe rejoin you, r. rejoin 


them; p. 495. le 2. forest to inftrud, r. fore 
get to iniirud. 


— VERTISEME NT. 

AJ ASSE’s Elixir for the Gout and Rheuma- 
Ww tifm ; for the Cholick, Stone, Gund: 
and Ulcers in the Bladder and Kidneys ; a fure 
Remedy for the Dry-Gripes in the Weft-In- 
dies. Price Three Shillings the Half-pint,with 
Printed Directions. Sold by Mr. James Atiin- 
fen, near Cherry-Gacden Stairs, Rotherhith, 
Mr, John Rogers, Stationer, near the Tower, 
At Brightman’s Coffze-houfe near Wapping 
Old-Stairs. At Nando’s Coffee-houfe 


Temple-Bar. At North's Coffeechout fa 


King-ftreet, Mr. George Flower, Inftra - 
maker, near Cock-hill.” Mr. John Thomsen 
in the Minories. Mr. Richard Mount, Stati 
oner, on Tower-hill. Mr. Baker, Bookfeller, 
at Mercers Chappel. Mr. Clark, Bookfeller, 
in Birchin-lane. At Jones’s Cottec-houfe in 
Finch-lane, Mrs. Bond, next Door to Man’s 
Coffes-houfe near Whitehall, Ives’s Coffec- 
houfe in Bartholomew-lanc. Mr, Billingstlex 
under the Royal-Exchange, At Oliver’s Cof. 
fee-houfe, at Weftminfter-hall Gare Mrs 

Miller, Milliner, at the Red M, in Pope’s-head . 
Alley. Mr. Waley, at the Magpye withoue 
Bithopfgate. Roe’s Coffec-houfe at 
Bridge-toot in Southwark, Ar A 
Coffte-houfe, §, Malthus in 


Ferg, and at his own Honfe 
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